
6th CEOC – EUROLAB – IFIA International Safety Conference 

The future of testing and inspection 

 

On 10th November 2015 CEOC International, EUROLAB and IFIA organised the 6th International Safety Conference in Brussels. 

This year’s focus was on future developments and challenges related to the safety of food, industrial installations and 

consumer products. The event brought together more than 100 participants from the testing, inspection and certification 

(TIC) sector, EU institutions and consumer and industry associations.  

During his opening speech CEOC International President Simo Hassi highlighted the importance of working together with 

different stakeholders to achieve a common goal. One example for these common goals is addressing the increase in unsafe 

products and installations and ensuring that European citizens remain safe.  

The first session, which was chaired by Roger Brockway (IFIA Director General), focused on the European Commission’s Single 

Market Strategy as well as on food safety and traceability, and included panellists coming from the European Commission and 

the TIC sector.  
 

Kerstin Jorna (Director, DG GROWTH) introduced the participants to the recently published European Commission’s 

Single Market Strategy. The Juncker Commission has proposed many very ambitious projects and the Single Market Strategy 

will create a stable environment for those projects to be realised. The main building blocks of the Strategy are opportunities, 

modernisation and delivering results. The TIC sector can play an important role in supporting the European Commission in 

implementing this project.  

Carmen Garau (Head of Unit, DG SANTE) focused in her presentation on the enforcement of the agri-food chain 

legislation and the role of laboratories in this respect. Future challenges in the food sector will be the increasingly complex risks 

and the globalisation of the food chain, fraudulent activities which may undermine the integrity of the system and the need to 

have access to state-of-the-art science and technology, to prioritise according to "risks", while taking into account scarce 

resource and to increase cooperation across borders. 

The final speaker of the session, Ron Wacker (TÜV SÜD/ IFIA), presented the results of the first IFIA Food Fraud and 

Traceability Study. He stressed that the safety of food products has become top priorities of consumers, governments, caterers 

and suppliers while at the same time food supply chains become increasingly complex, which poses a challenge to food 

traceability. The IFIA study showed that a stronger enforcement of already existing legislation might be necessary but that in 

general most European participants in the survey have a functioning traceability system in place.  



Session two, which was chaired by Álvaro Silva Ribeiro (EUROLAB President), focused on new techniques in the field of 

inspection and on issues related to ensuring safe consumer products on the market.  

 Prof. Christian Boller (Saarland University) outlined how smart sensing can – in addition to already existing non-

destructive testing (NDT) techniques – contribute to the safety of industrial installations and infrastructures. Together these 

methods can lead to longer operational lives, higher resource, lower operational costs and ‘smarter’ structures.  

 Robotic inspections were the topic of Achim Hetterich’s (DEKRA) presentation. The increased trend towards robotic 

inspections is driven by the need to avoid human entry into certain environments, to minimize the downtime of the asset, to 

reduce costs, to improve repeatability and traceability and to increase the probability of detection. He concluded that, while 

robotic inspections will not replace all standard NDT and inspection methods, they can increase the options and the scope of 

inspections and deliver better results.   

 Nicolaas Olie (PROSAFE) described the challenges that market surveillance authorities in the EU have to face. These 

include the still uncertain future of the Consumer Safety Package, the growing number of products bought online, the reduced 

numbers of staff and budget for market surveillance authorities and the different enforcement cultures in the various member 

states.  

  

 The second session was concluded by the presentation of the 2015 IFIA – CEOC market study results by Marcello Manca 

(UL). The aim of the study, which has been carried out for four consecutive years now, is to gauge the effectiveness of securing 

safety of consumer products, comparing the self-declaration system and third party testing and certification. This year the 

study focused on products purchased online, both in the EU and the US. The results were in line with the outcomes of the 

previous studies, i.e. 77% of the self-declared products were not in compliance with the relevant legislation, with 48 instances 

of safety critical failures. Compared to this, among the third party certified products, there were only 0.7% and 1% products 

respectively in the EU and the US that showed safety critical failures. Marcello Manca concluded with offering the TIC sector’s 

support in reducing the number of non-compliant products on the market, thereby increasing the safety of consumers 

significantly.  

 

The event was concluded by key note speaker Vicky Ford (Chair of the EP’s IMCO Committee), who stressed the importance of 

consumer protection and outlined the work her committee is undertaking for ensuring a high level of safety.  

 

All presentations are available for download from the CEOC website. 

 

 
For more information please contact us at info@ceoc.com  
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